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General Secretary of g7+
Dr. Helder da Costa 

The year 2019 marked important milestones achieved by the g7+. This included a�aining 
Observer Status at the United Na�ons, an important step in the consolida�on of the group. 

Acknowledgment from the General Secretary 

The g7+ Secretariat is grateful to the government of Timor-Leste for its con�nued financial 
support of the work of g7+, which has remained indispensable. We also thank the 
governments of Sweden and Finland for providing grants to support g7+ ac�vi�es. I extend my 
gra�tude to all  focal points from 20 member countries that have ac�vely engaged to support 
the collec�ve vision of the g7+ group, advancing g7+ principles in their respec�ve countries.  

On behalf of g7+ secretariat, I would like to thank the leadership and member countries for 
their support and ac�ve engagement to pursue the collec�ve mission of the group. We 
acknowledge with great admira�on the former Chair of g7+, H.E. Nabeela F. Tunis, who  
spearheaded g7+ during  the first six months of 2019.  We welcome H.E. Dr. Francis M. Kai-Kai 
with gra�tude for assuming the chairmanship of  the group as entrusted to him by the 
members during the fi�h Ministerial mee�ng  in June 2019. We are also grateful to H.E. 
Naheed Sarabi for represen�ng Afghanistan as the Deputy Chair of the g7+, and H.E. Jose 
Ramos Horta for assuming the role of  special Envoy. We are thankful  to  the Eminent Person 
of g7+, H.E. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão,for his  con�nued support and guidance. 

Finally, I am obliged to acknowledge and thank my team at  the g7+ Secretariat who  works 
beyond the call of duty in opera�onalizing the work of g7+. I hope that  we  con�nue  with 
commitment, pursuing the noble cause of g7+. 

Introduc�on from the Chair

Chair of g7+, Minister of Planning and Economic Development 

Another key milestone has been the recogni�on of “the g7+ Fragile-to-Fragile (F2F) 
coopera�on structure that encourages experience-sharing between fragile countries" by the 
G7 during their Development Forum in Biarritz, France in July 2019.

th
I assumed the responsibility of Chair of g7+ during the 5  Ministerial mee�ng in Lisbon, 
Portugal from 26-27 June 2019. The g7+ member states unanimously agreed for Sierra Leone 
to con�nue as the chair of g7+ for another mandated two-year term from 2019-2021. 

Another encouraging development is the g7+ establishing rela�onships with two non-g7+ 
countries, Rwanda and Cambodia that are willing to share their experiences with g7+ member 
countries, on how they have transformed their countries, moved out of conflict into more 
sustainable development. We commenced discussions on organising a high level peer learning 
mission to Rwanda in 2020. The outbreak of the COVID-19 has put this plan on hold for the 
�me being, but hope to pursue this as soon as it is safe to do so.

With this, I am happy to present our annual report for 2019, highligh�ng progress we made in 
th2019 against the three strategic priori�es agreed during the 5  Ministerial mee�ng in Lisbon, 

Portugal. 

Let me end by thanking the g7+ Eminent Person, H.E Kay Rala Xanana Gusmao and g7+ Special 
Envoy, H.E Jose Ramos-Horta, for their special support and guidance. My special thanks and 
apprecia�on of the hard work of the g7+ Secretariat based in Dili and Lisbon, led by General 
Secretary, Dr. Helder da Costa, and Deputy General Secretary, Mr. Habib U. Mayar

H.E. Francis M. Kai-Kai

Under my leadership, the group has made some major achievements. One notable 
achievement is the a�ainment of Observer Status at the United Na�ons General Assembly on 
18 December 2019. This signifies recogni�on of g7+ as an intergovernmental organisa�on by 
the United Na�ons (UN). We now need to leverage this opportunity wisely to support and 
improve the UN agenda on peace building. 

Furthermore, five g7+ countries submi�ed Voluntary Na�onal Review (VNR) reports in which 
their progress and challenges on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), par�cularly on 
SDG 16 on peace, jus�ce and strong ins�tu�ons, were highlighted. We are encouraging more 
g7+ countries to ini�ate their reviews and g7+ stands ready to support them in mobilising the 
necessary support. 

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank the Government of Timor-Leste for the 
con�nued financial support that facilitates the work of g7+ both at the global and the country 
levels. I also extend my deepest apprecia�on to all g7+ Member States for the joint 
commitment to promote our agenda of peacebuilding and statebuilding, including support 
from our interna�onal partners. 

Sierra Leone 
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This report provides a brief overview of the progress made in 2019 toward the three strategic 
priori�es;  (1) Advocacy to promote the g7+ mission and create Policy Impact; (2) Strengthen 
Peer learning under Fragile to Fragile Coopera�on and (3) Strengthening g7+ to serve as a 
pla�orm in advancing the mission of peace and stability. 

2019 represents a number of significant milestones achieved by the g7+. This includes the 
a�ainment of Observer Status at the UN, a cri�cal step reflec�ng broad recogni�on of the work 
of g7+.  This will not only enhance the profile of g7+ principles but will also provide opportunity 
to pursue  our collec�ve priori�es with greater  impact. Fragile-to-Fragile coopera�on is 
gaining  more trac�on and the g7+ has forged new partnerships with non-member countries 
and en��es to learn from  diverse experiences in the areas of Peacebuilding and development. 
The g7+ Secretariat finalized a Partnership MoU with the Rwanda Coopera�on Ini�a�ves (RCI), 
to allow for the exchange of tangible experiences between Rwanda and the g7+. Advocacy 
efforts have resulted in the eleva�on and broad recogni�on of g7+ principles. The Group of 
Seven (G7), including Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the 
United States, recognized the importance of peer learning and the g7+ Fragile-to-Fragile 
Coopera�on in a declara�on on  “tackling fragili�es and preven�ng crises in developing 

th
countries” during its 45  summit. 

 
In recogni�on and review of the progress the group has made, the Fi�h g7+ Ministerial 
Mee�ng in Lisbon, Portugal resulted in agreement on the strategic direc�on for the g7+. The 
Lisbon Communiqué includes a collec�ve call for peace through dialogue and reconcilia�on in 
a number of g7+ countries including Afghanistan, Central African Republic, South Sudan and 
Yemen. Affirming the importance of self-reliance  for sustaining peace and stability, the 
members agreed to establish a pla�orm addressing the effec�ve management of natural 
resources in member countries with abundant  natural resources. 

            I. Introduc�on

With increasing recogni�on of the importance of access to jus�ce in conflict affected 
countries, the g7+ held a Jus�ce Ministerial Mee�ng in the Hague, that resulted in collec�ve 
commitments expressed in a joint ac�on plan. The ac�on plan will guide  group discourse at 
the regional and global level. The ac�on plan includes the enhancement of peer learning to 
strengthen the provision of quick jus�ce.   
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In pursuit of influencing and expanding public discourse, the g7+ established partnerships with 
academia, think tanks, media and other ins�tu�ons in 2019. During the Fi�h Ministerial 
Mee�ng in Lisbon, the g7+ signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Faculdades 
Católicas, sponsor of Pon��cia Universidade Católica (PUC) do Rio de Janeiro, based in the 
BRICS policy center. This will allow for engagement with members of BRICS to elevate and 
expand recogni�on of the work of g7+. In addi�on, PUC will add significant value  in knowledge 
genera�on through policy analysis, data collec�on, and recommenda�ons for peer learning 
between g7+ and La�n American countries. 

Establishing partnership with external partners to advance the g7+ mission

 
 The g7+ conducted two missions to Rwanda, a non-g7+ country whose experience on peace 
and stability has been inspiring. During the first mission, the delega�on had an opportunity to 
meet with high level officials including the Minister of Finance, the President of the Na�onal 
Unity and Reconcilia�on, the Minister of Environment, the State Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
officials of Ministry of Jus�ce and Rwanda Coopera�on Ini�a�ve  (RCI), the primary host of the 
mission. The mee�ngs resulted in the iden�fica�on of common priori�es on ma�ers ranging 
from interna�onal engagement to peace and stability. It was agreed that an MoU between RCI 
and g7+ Secretariat will be signed with the aim of facilita�ng the sharing of Rwanda's 
experience with g7+ member countries. The MoU is expected to be signed during a high level 
mission of g7+ to Kigali in 2020.

During the year 2019, the g7+ Secretariat extended its outreach to non-g7+ countries whose 
experiences are inspiring and reflec�ve of perspec�ves of  those in the g7+ group. In addi�on, 
the Secretariat also connected with ins�tu�ons and organiza�ons to advocate and  amplify 
the work of g7+ on peace and stability at the global level including the  sharing of experiences.

The g7+ secretariat also signed an MoU with Na�onal Radio and Television of Timor-Leste 
(RTTL) and Centro Nacional Chega (CNC) of Timor-Leste. CNC aims at promo�ng and sharing 
the experiences and  reconcilia�on model between Timor-Leste and Indonesia to other g7+ 
and non-g7+ countries. The partnership with RTTL will help in the dissemina�on of g7+ work to 
further engage with the public in Timor-Leste, the host country of g7+ and a leader in  
peacebuilding and statebuilding discourse globally. The first TV talk show on Timor-Leste's 
local television network  launched in the last quarter of 2019 to share the work of g7+, 
including lessons learned and best prac�ces. The Eminent Person of g7+, H.E. Kay Rala Xanana 
Gusmão, was featured on the first show to share his experience during the  struggle for 
independence and the story behind the establishment of g7+ in 2010. Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Coopera�on, H.E. Dionisio Babo Soares, and Margareth William, a representa�ve 
from WFUNA,  were featured in the second show to share outcomes from the SGD16+ forum 
that took place in Dili in November 2019.

The g7+, together with the permanent missions of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the 
Republic of Sierra Leone, the Democra�c Republic of Timor-Leste, the Republic of Korea and 
Center on Interna�onal Coopera�on, held a side event during the High Level Poli�cal Forum 
(HLPF) on 17 July 2019. The g7+ launched its joint report on the 20 SDG indicators during the 
event. The report summarizes progress and challenges in achieving the SDG benchmark in g7+ 
member countries. To complement findings of the report, speakers from member countries  
emphasized the importance of alignment of the agenda 2030 implementa�on within the 
na�onal context. Despite progress in mee�ng benchmarks,  conflict affected countries 
con�nue to face  challenges including lack of resources, lack of baseline data and ongoing 
conflicts that reverse progress toward mee�ng SDG benchmarks. The speakers agreed on the 
inclusion of sub na�onal stakeholders in efforts to advance the 2030 Agenda and eliminate 
legal and de facto discrimina�on against women. 

Global collec�ve advocacy to promote the principles of g7+ including effec�ve engagement 
and partnership remained at the core of g7+ work in 2019. The g7+ Secretariat engaged with 
mul�lateral and bilateral actors to elevate and expand the g7+ voice and perspec�ve. This 
included engagement during High Level poli�cal forums of the United Na�ons, The 74th 
session of the UN General Assembly, thema�c forums and publica�ons.

II.I Advocacy to promote g7+ mission and create Policy Impact

g7+ perspec�ve in implemen�ng of Sustaining Development Goals (SDGs)

       II. Progress against Strategic Priorities
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As follow up the g7+ in partnership with the Rule of Law Collabora�ve (ROLC) at the University 
of South Carolina organized a regional mee�ng on Jus�ce in Dili, Timor-Leste on 15 November 
2019 in the margin of SDG16+ forum. The mee�ng was a�ended by H.E. Makario Tagini, the 
Minister of Jus�ce from The Solomon Islands, and H.E. Manuel Carceres, the Minister of 
Jus�ce from Timor-Leste. Representa�ves from Sierra Leone and Togo as well as development 
partners and civil society organiza�ons were also in a�endance. A�endees exchanged views 
and experiences on reforms made in The Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. The par�cipants 
also agreed to enhance regional coopera�on among The Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste and 
Papua New Guinea. 

Under the MoU with  Coimbra University, a training for g7+ jus�ce officials was conducted at 
the University. The three day workshop focused on aspects of cons�tu�on building and  
Statebuilding. It also included conversa�ons on financial law and taxa�on. The training was 
a�ended by 10 jus�ce officials from five g7+ countries (Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea Bissau, Sao Tome 
e Principe, Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste). 

The g7+ in partnership with the Club of Lisbon organized a conference on “Natural Resources 
for Resilience and Development” in Lisbon, Portugal in June 2019. Under the theme of State 
and Fragility, this conference brought together senior officials from g7+ countries and 
interna�onal partners, including the Chair of the g7+ (Minister of Planning and Economic 
Development of Sierra Leone), the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Timor-Leste and the Deputy 
Minister of Mines and Petroleum of Afghanistan to share experiences from their respec�ve 
countries on the cri�cal importance of  natural resources in  suppor�ng  stability and self-
reliance. 

In addi�on, Dr. Jose Ramos-Horta, Special Envoy of g7+ and Dr. Paul Collier, renowned scholar 
and economist, shared their views on  natural resources management. The conference was 
also a�ended by academics and representa�ves of interna�onal organiza�ons, civil society 
and the private sector. It was agreed that with  support from the g7+ founda�on, the g7+ will 
launch a flagship publica�on followed by a mee�ng among relevant Ministers from g7+ 
countries,  to enhance sharing of tangible lessons and collec�vely advocate for reform in 
sustainable and effec�ve management of natural resources. 

Natural Resource Management (NRM)

Access to Jus�ce for all

II.II Strengthen Peer learning under Fragile-to-Fragile Coopera�on

The g7+ secretariat with financial support from The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands and technical support from the Rule of Law Collabora�ve (ROLC) at the 
University of South Carolina, held a Ministerial-level mee�ng on Access to Jus�ce for All in 
Conflict-Affected Countries in The Hague, on 19-20 June 2019. The mee�ng was a�ended by 
Ministers of Jus�ce, high level officials from g7+ countries, non-g7+ countries including Mali, 
development partners and civil society organiza�ons. The mee�ng resulted in the Declara�on 
and Joint Ac�on Plan for Access to Jus�ce for All in Conflict-Affected Countries, which was 
signed by all g7+ Ministers of Jus�ce. Joint commitments were made by members including 
peer learning and collabora�on with donors to address the jus�ce needs and enhance regional 
and global coordina�on on access to jus�ce.

During the Asia Pacific Summit in Cambodia, the General Secretary of g7+, Dr. Helder da Costa, 
met with the President of Universal Peace Federa�on (UPF), Mr. Thomas Walsh, and discussed 
the possibility of establishing a partnership with g7+. Both agreed to have a follow up 
discussion in the future. 

st
The g7+ Secretariat was invited to a�end the 141  Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) mee�ng in 
Belgrade, Serbia in October 2019. The Secretariat facilitated a mee�ng among members of  
Parliament from g7+ countries who were in a�endance of the assembly. The mee�ng resulted 
in an agreement to establish a parliamentary group of g7+ which will be formalized in the 
upcoming IPU mee�ng in October 2020 in Rwanda. 

The g7+ con�nues to promote peer learning and sharing of experiences under the auspices of 
its Fragile-to-Fragile coopera�on. In the year 2019, the g7+ peer learning focused on access to 
jus�ce, natural resource management, peace and reconcilia�on and UN peacekeeping 
opera�ons. The g7+ has collaborated in a similar capacity with non-member countries as 
men�oned in the previous sec�on.



07 08

UN Peacekeeping Opera�on

Following the first “Host Na�on Views on UN Peace and Security Reform Proposals” conducted 
in April 2018 and presented to the UN Secretary-General, the g7+ in collabora�on with the 
Center on Interna�onal Coopera�on (CIC), and the UN Transi�ons Project, began a second 
phase of the study in Timor-Leste in the fall of 2019.The study will provide g7+ perspec�ve to  
UN reforms and highlight the sharing of experiences with other countries.

Expanding partnership with non-g7+ countries (Rwanda and Cambodia)

A series of in-depth interviews were conducted to document lessons learned  by Timor-Leste 
during the UNMIT transi�on in 2012, and examine its impact on the economy, delivery of 
jus�ce and security and government's capaci�es to sustaining peace a�er the mission 
withdrawal. The g7+ has a plan to conduct similar studies in other g7+ countries that have 
hosted UN peacekeeping opera�ons. 

Following the g7+ mission to Rwanda in January 2019, as men�oned above, the g7+ secretariat 
and RCI held several consulta�ons to iden�fy poten�al areas of collabora�on for fragile-to- 
fragile coopera�on. The g7+ conducted its second mission in December 2019, where an 
agreement was reached to plan for a high level peer learning mission. There was also an 
agreement to explore the possibility of a high level summit to be hosted by the President of 
Rwanda and a�ended by members of g7+ and Prime Minister of Cambodia.  

During the celebra�on to mark the 20th  anniversary  of Timor-Leste's Referendum, the g7+ 
secretariat in Dili in collabora�on with the government of Timor-Leste and the Indonesian 
Embassy, invited representa�ves from g7+ countries to par�cipate in the na�onal 
commemora�on to gain  insight into the experience of peace and reconcilia�on between 
Timor-Leste and Indonesia. The g7+ delega�on visited the land border between the two 
countries to witness peaceful existence of people from both countries. 

In collabora�on with the Na�onal Center for CHEGA (under the MoU signed as men�oned 
above) and the Ini�a�ve for Interna�onal Dialogue (IID) based in the Philippines, the g7+ 
hosted ten senior officials from the new Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in the Philippines. 
The visit was designed to share Timor-Leste's experience in the areas of peace and 
reconcilia�on, transi�onal jus�ce and the role of civil society organiza�ons. The delega�on 
had an opportunity to meet with na�onal leaders and visit ins�tu�ons and was given briefings 
on different aspects of Timor-Leste's trajectory of peace and stability.

Peace and Reconcilia�on
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II.III Strengthening the g7+

Ministerial Mee�ng

The Fi�h Ministerial Mee�ng was held in Lisbon from 26-27 June 2019 to review and discuss 
progress, challenges and iden�fy strategic priori�es for the next two years. The mee�ng was 
a�ended by Ministers and delegates from the 20  g7+ member countries and the Eminent 
Person of g7+, H.E. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão. Representa�ves of  donor countries and civil 
society organiza�ons were also in a�endance. The Secretary of State for Coopera�on, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Portugal, H.E. Teresa Ribeiro was among the guest speakers. 

The outcomes of the mee�ng, as summarized in the  Lisbon Communique, included an 
agreement that Sierra Leone will con�nue to chair the group un�l the next mee�ng. The 
members also appointed Afghanistan as Deputy Chair un�l the next Ministerial mee�ng and 
Dr. Jose Ramos Horta, Nobel Peace Laureate and former President of the Democra�c Republic 
of Timor-Leste, as Special Envoy of the g7+. The members endorsed the strategic plan, 
including the decision to seek  observer status at the United Na�ons

In the margin of the Asia Pacific Summit on “Addressing the cri�cal challenges of our �mes: 
Peace, Reconcilia�on, Interdependence, Mutual Prosperity and Universal Values” in 
November 2019 in Cambodia, the Eminent person of g7+, H.E. Xanana Gusmão met with the 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, H.E Samdech Akka Moha SenaPadei Techno Hun 
Sen. During the mee�ng, the Eminent Person invited Prime Minister of Cambodia to 
par�cipate in the upcoming high level mission to Rwanda and Prime Minister Hun Sen 
concurred to the  idea. The purpose of such trilateral collabora�on will be to build a coali�on of 
countries and share inspiring lessons with the g7+. This will help in amplifying the profile of the 
joint mission of the g7+ and will provide lessons as an evidence base.
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Seeking of Observer Status

The g7+ secretariat, represented by Mr. Habib Mayar, is also working with the UN protocol 
office on the logis�cs and the UN treaty office on the registra�on of the g7+ charter. 

The g7+ Secretariat established a good rapport with Interna�onal Development Research 
Center (IDRC), and will explore the possibility of collabora�on to support research in the g7+ 
countries during their par�cipa�on in a conference on Research in Fragile Contexts in Amman. 
The conference was convened by Research Councils and Funders including IDRC Canada, NRC 
Norway, SRC Sweden and UKRI & DFID UK, and brought together researchers, policy makers 
and prac��oners from across the globe to develop guidance and support to research funders 
and councils for inves�ng in fragile contexts, to enhance efficiency and impact.

As part of its engagement with host Government and its development partners, the g7+ 
secretariat was invited to deliver a presenta�on highligh�ng the work of the g7+ at the global 
level during Timor-Leste Development Partners Mee�ng (TLDPM), a regular annual mee�ng 
that was organized by the government of Timor-Leste. Similarly, a mee�ng between the g7+ 
Secretariat and the Chief of Poli�cal, Economic and Consular Sec�on from the US Embassy in 
Timor-Leste was held to discuss the possibility of collabora�on between g7+ and the United 
States of America. One of the poten�al areas for collabora�on included facilita�ng a session, 
possibly held in the USA, to allow sharing of experiences regarding natural resources 
management. 

Based on the agreement among the members of g7+, an applica�on for seeking observer 
status was submi�ed to the United Na�ons in July 2019 by the Permanent Mission of Sierra 
Leone. The UN general assembly agreed to include the applica�on in the agenda item of the 
upcoming session. Mr. Habib Mayar, Deputy General Secretary of the g7+ Secretariat was 
assigned to advocate in New York to help the chairing and member missions seek support of 
the applica�on  from the members of the United Na�ons. A�er an intensive consulta�on, 

thlobbying and itera�on at the 6 commi�ee the United Na�on General Assembly (UNGA) 
granted observer status to g7+ on 19 December 2019 through its resolu�on A/RES/74/196. 

Public Outreach

An outreach program was conducted in coordina�on with different local organiza�ons and 
local authori�es to share the work of g7+ more broadly to new audiences in Timor-Leste. The 
program has covered six (6) municipali�es out of thirteen (13) and will con�nue to reach out to 
other municipali�es in 2020. 

Professor Paul Collier, delivered Keynote speech
at the g7+ Conference on Natural Resources
for Resilience and Development.

12
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The g7+ secretariat is thankful to the generous support from Timor-Leste and the government 
of Finland in 2019, in addi�on to in-kind support from other g7+ member states and 
interna�onal partners. 

The government of Timor-Leste con�nued to play an important role in providing financial 
support to the g7+ ac�vi�es in 2019. The g7+ received $1.5 million from the government of 
Timor-Leste and €250,000  from the government of Finland.  

           III. Financial Contribution

The financial audit for 2017 was completed by Deloi�e in October 2019, and the audit for 2018 
was completed in June 2020. The financial audit report for 2017 and 2018 have been shared 
with the government of Timor-Leste and g7+ leadership. A copy of the 2019 external audit 
report is now available and is enclosed in this report.   

14

Despite an increase in global peacefulness in the world in 2019 as measured by Global Peace 
index, the g7+ countries of Afghanistan, Yemen and South Sudan are s�ll classified as three out 
of the five least peaceful countries iden�fied. The peace process in these countries has been 
ongoing but remains challenging. Increased insurgency, violent conflict and humanitarian 
crises remain a threat to stability. 

The increasing division of global poli�cs has directly impacted   peace and stability in many 
conflict affected countries such as those in the g7+ group. The g7+ must con�nue to facilitate 
and pursue na�onally led dialogue and reconcilia�on. In par�cular, the g7+ has a unique 
pla�orm since a�aining observer status at the UN to facilitate sharing of lessons that can be 
inspiring. There is increasing demand and relevance of fragile to fragile coopera�on in the 
areas of peace and reconcilia�on. Many members of the UN sympathize with the cause of the 
g7+, par�cularly the pursuit of  peace through Na�onal dialogue and reconcilia�on. This is a 
huge opportunity for the g7+ to influence the discourse on addressing conflict and fragility.  

   IV. Challenges and Recommendation

Global landscape and perilous pathway  to Peace and stability
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The g7+ a�ained observer status during the 74th session of UNGA , signaling one of the most 
important milestones the group has had since its incep�on. The status affirms the relevance of 
the  group and its key priori�es and agenda, recognizing that status is granted to organiza�ons 
that contribute to the  overarching  goals of the UN. In order to fully op�mize this opportunity, 
we must work collec�vely to advance the common mission at the UN.  The g7+ does not have a 
permanent mission in NY. The chairing mission coordinates g7+ related ma�ers at the UN 
among members. To strengthen coordina�on, it remains impera�ve that the group 
consolidates its membership and  sagrees on the modality to represent our collec�ve voice 
which will be crucial in the relevant discourse at the UN.

The op�mal use of the observer status at the United Na�ons:

Interna�onal engagement:  

Despite wider recogni�on of the New Deal principles globally, foreign aid con�nues to be less 
effec�ve  and misaligned to the vision of g7+ members. This is further exacerbated by the 
decrease in development and humanitarian aid due to dynamic circumstances in donor 
countries. Considerable por�ons of aid are channeled outside the government system. The 
na�onal budget con�nues to undermine accountability both between States and ci�zens and 
between donors and recipient countries. While registered in the name and people of the 
recipient countries, the state and their ci�zens  do not necessarily control its management and 
its spending. The g7+ must increase efforts to pursue reform which will require advocacy and 
the development  of an evidence base. The agenda of effec�ve partnership needs to be 
upli�ed to a higher poli�cal level. The Interna�onal Dialogue on Peacebuilding and 
Statebuilding, as the avenue for such discourse, needs to work with the g7+  to elevate the 
profile of the New Deal Principles.

Resources to implement for g7+ priori�es:

Ar�cle X of the g7+ Charter states that “each Member State shall be encouraged to make 
financial contribu�ons to g7+ to fund its ac�vi�es and in par�cular to permit the proper 
func�oning of the Secretariat”. Therefore, members are encouraged to provide financial 
contribu�on to sustain the opera�onaliza�on of g7+ ac�vi�es.

Ra�fica�on of g7+ Charter

The  g7+ Charter was formally endorsed by member states during the 3rd  Ministerial 
Mee�ng in Lome in 2014. Afghanistan and  Sao Tome and Principe are the only g7+ 
countries to formally ra�fy the Charter as of 2019. Timor-Leste and Sierra Leone  are  in the 
process of ra�fica�on.  

Since the establishment of the g7+ Secretariat in 2010, Timor-Leste has remained the largest 
major donor. There is increasing demand for  g7+ to deliver on key priori�es, some of which are 
outlined  above. Therefore, it remains cri�cal that other member countries share the burden 
and contribute financially to support the con�nued work of the g7+  We must also recognize 
the crucial role key partners have played in assis�ng the Secretariat. Specifically, we extend our 
sincere gra�tude to Sweden and Finland for awarding a financial grant, and to The Netherlands 
for their assistance in the convening of the Ministerial-level mee�ng on Access to Jus�ce for All 
in Conflict-Affected Countries. 

Ar�cle XII states that the Charter shall be open for  signature by all of g7+ member countries 
and shall be ra�fied in accordance with their respec�ve na�onal laws. Therefore, member 
countries are encouraged to expedite the ra�fica�on process in accordance with their 
respec�ve na�onal laws.



The g7+ Headquarters
Kobe House, Rua Palacio do Governo, 

Dili, Timor-Leste

www.g7plus.org

g7plus.secretariat@gmail.com

+670 3310126


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

