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Introduction from the General Secretary of the g7+ Secretariat

I am confident to say that the g7+ is a unique group of countries affected by conflict affected countries that 
represents the voice of nearly 1.4 billion people living in fragile situation. Since its inception as the only group 
of counties at the lowest ladder of the development, the g7+ has managed both to influence the international 
agenda for countries in fragility or affected by conflict, and to achieve results on the ground in helping some of 
our member countries on the path towards resilience.  

Our successes would not have been possible without the support the g7+ Secretariat received from the Govern-
ment of Timor-Leste, National Parliament, the g7+ Ministers and Focal Points in our 20 member countries, devel-
opment partners, CSO representatives and from committed individuals from various professional backgrounds. 

We are very delighted to present the 2016 Annual Report of the g7+ Secretariat, which highlights key progresses 
and challenges faced by the g7+ both at home and abroad.  

On behalf of the g7+ Secretariat team, I sincerely thank the Government of Timor-Leste for hosting the Secretariat 
in Dili and for providing financial support to g7+ activities. We express our special thanks to the previous Chair 
of g7+, H.E. Dr. Kaifala Marah (March 2014 - April 2016) and current Chair, H.E. Momodu L. Kargbo, Minister of 
Finance and Economic Development of Sierra Leone; H.E. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão, g7+ Eminent Person for their 
guidance and leadership. 

Our heartfelt thanks also to the g7+ Focal Points for their cooperation and assistance; and to all the stakeholders 
in Timor-Leste and abroad for their inspiring commitment and support to the noble cause of the g7+. May this 
support continue in the years to come, and lead us to even bigger and better successes!

Helder da Costa, Ph.D
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The g7+ group is built upon principles of voluntarism, solidarity, and cooperation. This Annual Report recounts 
progress against our five work priorities: (1) Implementation of the New Deal; (2) Policy Impact; (3) Strengthening 
g7+; (4) Peer Learning through Fragile-to-Fragile Cooperation; and (5) Implementation of Agenda 2030.

The g7+ has achieved some major milestones in terms of advancing the vision of the g7+ in the year 2016, which 
were the fruit of many years of past labor and political and financial support from Timor-Leste and other member 
states. Timor-Leste, the hosting country of the g7+ Secretariat and its major donor, has played a leading role in 
promoting the g7+ agenda. As one of the youngest nations, Timor-Leste has demonstrated leadership at the global 
level in contributing to the noble cause of making and building peace in countries affected by conflict.

Despite several challenges, the g7+ secretariat has sought to support its member countries in realizing the New 
Deal principles. It has focused on making the New Deal principles relevant to guide the policies aimed at countries 
in fragile situation. 

The g7+ group has advocated for increased and better support for the countries in fragile situation. Owing to such 
advocacy, IDA 18 (International Development Association) allocation to fragile countries has been doubled. The 
advocacy work has also centered on highlighting the specific needs of countries affected by conflict and fragility in 
various policy forums at global level. This includes, in particular, raising the importance of country led and sustain-
able peace as a precursor for social and economic development. 

Consolidating the g7+ group has been critical in advancing the common position of the member countries. The 
success of such advocacy depends on providing evidence based policy proposition. Peer learning under the Frag-
ile-to-Fragile cooperation has proved instrumental in this regard.  Building on the principle of solidarity, the group 
has been carefully building cooperation among the members to exchange knowledge in peace and statebuilding. 

Furthermore, the g7+ Secretariat has managed to build and consolidate relations with various stakeholders. The 
Secretariat signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and the World Bank. The objective of such agreements are to formalize the partnership to mobilize support for the 
member countries. 

Some of our member countries experienced renewed periods of crisis during 2016, and the g7+ expresses its 
solidarity with the people of Central African Republic (CAR), Yemen, Burundi, South Sudan, Somalia and others. 
However, there have been many positive examples of supporting resilience too, in particular with the help of the 
Government of Timor-Leste, through the Fragile-to- Fragile Cooperation activities. This includes financial contribu-
tion of USD 1.5 million from the Government of Timor-Leste to CAR for the purpose of resettling of the internally 
displaced peoples (IDPs). Such support is complemented by the solidarity demonstrated by the g7+ group with 
CAR through advocating for financial and political support. 

During 2016, the g7+ as a group and its secretariat faced numerous challenges that hampered our progress. These 
challenges, however, also presented opportunities to learn lessons that can be important to advance the noble 
cause of the group.

Executive Summary
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1. Background Information about the g7+

Established in April 2010 in Dili, Timor-Leste, the g7+ is a voluntary intergovernmental organization of countries affect-
ed by conflict and fragility who share similar development challenges, and who decided to come together in a spirit of 
voluntarism, solidarity and cooperation. The g7+ provides a platform for member countries to advocate internation-
ally and nationally for effective development cooperation policies tailored to the national context and framed around 
the New Deal’s five Peacebuilding and Statebuilding Goals (PSGs).  

The founding members of the g7+ are Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Haiti, Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste. Today, the g7+ is composed of 20 countries with the additions of Burundi, 
Chad, Comoros, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Papua New Guinea, Somalia, Solomon Islands, South Sudan, Togo, Sao 
Tome & Principe and Yemen.

1.1  Hosting of the g7+ Secretariat by Timor-Leste

As agreed, at the Lomé g7+ Ministerial Meeting, the g7+ secretariat has been hosted as independent institution in 
Dili, Timor-Leste. The hosting arrangement is administered by a Headquarters Agreement signed between the g7+ 
Secretariat and the Government of Timor-Leste in 2014. In February 2016, a more wide-reaching Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) covering the period January 2016 to January 2021 was signed by H.E. Dr Rui Maria de Araújo, 
Prime Minister of Timor-Leste, and Dr. Helder da Costa, g7+ General Secretary. 

1.1.1 Why Timor-Leste as a host of the g7+ Secretariat?

Timor-Leste is a good example of how to emerge from conflict and build peace, in a nationally-owned and sustainable 
way. Being one of the leading countries in the g7+, enables Timor-Leste to both share its experience with countries less 
fortunate, and to build a positive external image of the country as a peaceful and visionary place. 

As the former Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, H.E. Constancio Pinto, stated: “The g7+ advocacy 
work complements the foreign policy goals of Timor-Leste in promoting a lasting peace and prosperity in the world.” 
Timor-Leste’s membership of the g7+ also complements its membership of the CPLP, which is a platform for mutual 
solidarity and peer-to-peer learning. As a small country, and one of the youngest democracies, Timor-Leste cannot 
afford to be isolated from its regional partners, but must instead seek strong partnerships. Against the above back-
ground, the Government of Timor-Leste has demonstrated its leadership in advancing the agenda of the g7+ group. It 
has generously supported the activities of the secretariat and thus has enabled the Secretariat to pursue the mandate 
entrusted to it by the membership.
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1.2 Evolution of g7+ and its agenda

The g7+ has emerged as a voluntary organization, from its informal inception in 2008 to now being more institution-
alized and a well-recognized voice for countries dealing with fragility, crisis and conflict. It now represents 20 countries 
in Africa, Asia, Pacific and Caribbean. It has evolved as a focal point for matters related to peacebuilding and statebuild-
ing and have acted as an interface between  development partners and countries affected by conflict and fragility.  

2. Progress made against  the Strategic Priorities of the year 2016

The g7+ convenes annual or biennial Ministerial Meetings, where member countries come together to review prog-
ress, and identify new priorities. In the 2016 Ministerial Meeting held in Kabul, Afghanistan (See Kabul Communique), 
the g7+ identified and agreed on the following five priorities for the years 2016-2017s and this report highlights key 
milestones achieved during the year 2016.

 1. New Deal Implementation
 2. Policy Impact
 3. Strengthening the g7+
 4. Peer Learning
 5. Implementation of the global Agenda 2030

2.1. The New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States

The key document formalizing the g7+ group’s demands from - and commitments to –international development 
partners is the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States. The New Deal was negotiated and finalized through a joint 
platform of donors, civil society and the g7+, the International Dialogue on Peacebuilding and Statebuilding (IDPS), 
and was agreed in 2011 at the 4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, Republic of Korea. The New Deal 
has been endorsed by more than 45 countries and organizations. It calls for development actors to FOCUS on coun-
try-led pathways towards resilience, using PSGs as guiding principles and building mutual TRUST through new ways 
of working together.

2.1.1. The New Deal Implementation

The realization of the New Deal principles involves reforms in the policies  both at international and national levels. In 
each of the cases, the g7+ Secretariat facilitates and participates in dialogues to advocate for the needed reforms. In 
addition, it provides policy tools to facilitate the implementation of the New Deal Principles. It also provides assistance 
to member countries through sharing of knowledge and mobilizing sharing of experience. 

“The g7+ is becoming an increasingly influential constituency on the world stage” – Sarah Hearn, Independent Review 
of the New Deal, 2016. 

At the international level, the New Deal principles have become a reference framework for development and human-
itarian assistance for bilateral and multilateral development organizations.



During 2016, the secretariat focused on making practical cases to prove the relevance of the New Deal principles in 
the changing environment. It includes revising and consolidating the fragility spectrum through enriching it with 
lessons identified by countries that have conducted fragility assessments.  

At country level, the New Deal implementation is progressing, with different countries using different aspects of 
the New Deal framework according to their contexts. Four member countries conducted fragility assessments with 
Timor-Leste and Sierra-Leone conducting the second phase of the assessment during the year 2016. New Deal Com-
pacts have been signed in 2 member  countries. Several national aid management policies have adopted the New 
Deal principles, such as increasing transparency, building capacity and increasing the use of country systems. The g7+ 
Secretariat has sought to highlight some good examples in its publication entitled “Aid instruments for peace - and 
state-building: Putting the New Deal into practice” launched in 2016. 

While sometimes development partners have been slow to change their planning and activities in line with the New 
Deal, in other cases, Government ownership of the New Deal has quickly changed partners’ business methods. These 
were two of the findings of the Independent Review of the New Deal  which was carried out in 2015 and finalized 
in 2016. These findings reflect the g7+  Secretariat understanding that political will and trust between development 
partners and g7+ Governments may, in some cases, take time. Furthermore, discussions on the New Deal may be-
come too technical or technocratic, rather than focused on the political will and the spirit of partnership and empow-
erment that the New Deal envisages. 

2.1.1 Independent Review of the New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States

An Independent Review of the New Deal, was commis-
sioned by the IDPS (International Dialogue on Peacebuild-
ing and Statebuilding). The New York University (NYU) 
Center on International Cooperation (CIC), conducted the 
Review which was launched on 17 April 2016 in Washing-
ton. The Review assessed the ways in which the New Deal 
contributed to behaviour change in partnerships and iden-
tified opportunities for strengthening it. 

The document produced important recommendations that 
are being evaluated by the g7+ Secretariat in order to en-
hance its activities related to supporting members states in 
the implementation of the New Deal. One of the important 
findings of the review included. The full Review is available 
on the IDPS website. 

2.2 Policy Impact

The g7+ Secretariat, with the help of g7+ members and leaders, advocates for policy coherence at the global, regional 
and country level in line with the aspirations of the g7+ and the commitments made in the New Deal. Such advocacy 
has aimed to ensure that the common position of the g7+ group, in particular the needs of member countries, are 
highlighted in related policy forums. Activities in this regard include outreach, organizing high level dialogues during 
important international forums, official visits to member and non-member countries, the use of print and digital me-
dia and publication of policy positions. During 2016, the g7+ Secretariat has engaged with the following key stake-
holders and international development partners: 
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•  The World Bank Group (WBG) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Since 2013, the World Bank Group (WBG) and the g7+ have been holding biannual sessions during the Spring 
and Annual meetings of the WBG and IMF, creating foundations for a long-lasting consultative partnership 
which aims at tailoring the WBG’s engagement in fragile states to reflect contextual realities on the ground. 

Increasing the allocation and effectiveness of IDA (International Development Association) resources for coun-
tries in fragile situation, Strengthening private sector development, infrastructure investment and job creation 
were on the top of the agenda of discussions with the WBG in 2016. Major outcome of such engagement includ-
ed doubling of IDA resource allocation to Fragile states and the signing of an Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) between the WBG management and g7+ Secretariat. 

During the WB/IMF Spring and Annual meetings in 2016, the g7+ Ministers and g7+ Eminent Person, H.E. Kay 
Rala Xanana Gusmão shared their concerns regarding the aid fragmentation as highlighted in the 4th Ministerial 
meeting of the g7+. Considering the spillover impact of conflict the g7+ reiterated the importance of conflict 
prevention through addressing the root causes of such conflicts which includes employment generation and 
strengthening private sector in fragile countries. 

The WBG, represented by its president and the senior management reiterated the WBG’s commitment to en-
hance its support to private sector development in countries in fragile situations. The Bank committed to sup-
port the g7+ in implementing the SDGs in contextually sensitive maner.
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•  United Nations and its entities 

The g7+ Secretariat facilitates and organizes high 
level discussion on related forums at Ministerial 
level during the UN General Assembly (UNGA). 
The objective of such engagement includes rep-
resenting the group positions on related matters 
of peacebuilding and statebuilding. 

During the 2016 UNGA, the g7+ Secretariat col-
laborated with the Peacebuilding Commission 
(PBC) and hence organized a high level side 
event with Kenya, the chair of PBC. The meeting’s 
objective was for the PBC to offer a convening 
platform for the twenty Members of the g7+ to 
exchange first-hand experiences, and share with 
the wider UN Membership unique challeng-
es, well-established practices and milestones 

achieved during the g7+ countries’ journey towards state-building, sustainable peace and sustainable devel-
opment. 

The meeting was attended by Ministers from g7+ and non-g7+ countries along with the g7+ chair and g7+ 
eminent Person. The participants unanimously concluded that Sustainable development cannot be achieved 
without home-grown peace in Fragile and Conflict- affected States. The group of g7+ has been instrumental 
in informing and systematizing the global policy through sharing and advocating for what works and what 
doesn’t work in FCS. In this regard, The New deal is the framework that captures those lessons and experiences. 
Peer learning among the member countries has been very relevant and helpful. It was agreed that the g7+ will 
collaborate regularly with the PBC and its members to share the perspectives of countries that has hosted UN 
peacekeeping and political missions. The event was concluded with the official launch of the g7+ foundation. 
The foundation will function as g7+ think-tank and document countries experience and generate knowledge 
on peacebuilding and statebuilding.

The UNDP has been a key supporter of the g7+ 
in the past years, providing funds and  assistance 
to the implementation of the New Deal in-coun-
try, covering the travel expenses for g7+ events, 
and strengthening the g7+ Secretariat capacity. 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the UNDP and the g7+ was signed in April 
2016, which enhanced the collaboration be-
tween the two institutions. Furthermore, within 
the framework of cooperation enshrined in the 
MoU, the UNDP has supported the Secretariat. 

In May 2016, the g7+ participated in the first 
World Humanitarian Summit that took place in 
Istanbul. It convened 9000 participants from 173 
Member States, including 55 Heads of State and 

Government, hundreds of private sector representatives, and thousands of people from civil society and non- 
governmental organizations. The United Nations in its 70 years had never come together at this scale. The 
issues tackled at the Summit are very relevant to fragile, conflict-affected countries and the g7+. The Summit 
brought to the forefront of global attention the scale of the changes required if we are to address the magni-
tude of the humanitarian challenges before us. The g7+ was represented at the Summit by its Eminent Person, 
H.E. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão, who attended the summit based on invitation from the General Secretary of the 
UN.  The g7+ core messages during the summit included the importance of the country-led reconciliation for 
peace and investment on economic foundation to create jobs. 



• The International Dialogue for Peacebuilding and Statebuilding (IDPS) and its two other constit-
uencies: OECD-INCAF donors and civil society organizations

The g7+ has continued to engage actively with this group, collaborating particularly closely around specific 
advocacy issues – SDG16, New Deal implementation and private sector development, for example – and in the 
lead-up to specific events. The g7+ engaged in preparations for the “Stockholm Declaration,” which re-endorsed 
the relevance of the New Deal as a means of implementing the SDGs, and encouraged development partners 
to increase the use of country systems, foment smarter aid and a closer links between political and technical 
support to countries affected by conflict. The g7+ remained active in advocating for particular position of its 
member countries within the Stockholm Declaration. The members of IDPS reiterated their commitment to the 
New Deal principles and the contextual realization of the Agenda 2030.

• Visit to the Vatican

Further to the courtesy visit of Archbishop 
Joseph Marino to Dili, Timor-Leste in March 
2016 on the Prime Minister of Timor-Leste 
H.E. Dr. Rui Maria de Araujo in Dili, the g7+ 
was informed of the desire to obtain a brief-
ing on the work of the g7+ and of Timor-Leste 
in other countries, such as the Central African 
Republic. In light with this, a courtesy visit on 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Vatican, 
Mgr. Paul Richard Gallagher was made by 
General Secretary on 16 July 2016. The Gen-
eral Secretary was accompanied by H.E. Egas 
da Costa, Ambassador of Timor-Leste to the 

Vatican and Political Councellor, Mr Orlando of the Embassy of RDTL. The purpose of the meeting was to brief 
Mgr Gallagher on the work of the g7+ and Timor-Leste in other countries, such as the Central African Republic. 
Mgr Gallagher appreciated the work of g7+ and in particular Timor-Leste in pursuing conflict resolution and 
conflict prevention in post-conflict affected states. In particular, Mgr Gallagher recounts the visit of the Pope to 
Bangui in October 2015 and commends the g7+ group for taking the initiative to help each other under Fragile 
to Fragile Cooperation.
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Strengthening of the g7+ as a platform to advocate peace and statebuilding in countries affected by conflict and fragil-
ity and share experiences has been a strategic priority of the group. A major milestone in strengthening the g7+ as an 
Organization was the adoption of the g7+ Charter. Consolidating of the strategic direction of the group by mobilizing 
consensus among the membership and strengthening of the functional secretariat were focused during 2016. 

The 4th g7+ Ministerial Meeting was hosted in Kabul, Afghanistan in 24 March 2016 to agree on strategic priorities 
for the year 2016/17. The Meeting which was opened by the President of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, H.E. Ashraf 
Ghani, provided an opportunity for High-Level dignitaries to take stock of the progress made in their respective coun-
tries as well in the work carried out by the g7+. The meeting was concluded by issuing the Kabul Communiqué, which 
welcomed the adoption of the 2030 Agenda and reiterated the resolve to reconciliation and peace as cornerstones for 
development. It also reinforced the importance of advocating for sound economic foundations with a focus on job cre-
ation, women’s and youth empowerment and private sector development as essential to sustain peace and resilience.  

Moreover, the 2016-2017 Work Plan was endorsed and its implementation was entrusted to the g7+ Secretariat. The 
g7+ Secretariat was mandated to serve the implementation of agreed priorities. The Secretariat presented the annual 
report and its recommendation which included remainder to the members on their contribution to the g7+ as agreed 
in the charted. 

The g7+ receives voluntary contributions (financial and in-kind) from some of its members, and hopes to count with the 
contribution of other members in the future in order to ensure the sustainability of the organization’s activities. In addi-
tion to the generous support of Timor-Leste as a major donor, Sierra Leone has given a core funding contribution and 
Togo and Afghanistan have donated in-kind (hosting the Ministerial meetings) assistance. During 2016, the Secretariat 
received grant in the amount of USD 2,250,000 from the Government of Timor-Leste. The attached audit report showing 
the detail of financial contribution and expenditure is enclosed in this the report.

2.3 Strengthening the g7+
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2.4. Peer learning and Cooperation (Fragile-To-Fragile Cooperation)

Peer learning and cooperation (Fragile-to-Fragile or F2F cooperation) among the member countries is one of the main 
pillars of the g7+ group. The framework of such cooperation is centered on the g7+ principles of Solidarity, Voluntarism 
and Cooperation. The purpose of this model is for member countries to support each other through exchanging expe-
riences and resources in (i) implementing the New Deal; (ii) supporting member countries during times of acute crises; 
and (iii) peer learning in areas such as peace and reconciliation, public finance and natural resource management.

In September 2016, the third g7+ mission was carried out to Bangui. The delegation was led by the g7+ Eminent 
Person, H.E. Kay Rala Xanana Gusmão and aside from holding meetings with the Heads of State and Government, 
Parliament and rebels factions, the delegation also visited a camp of internally displaced people (IDPs) at the Mpoko 
International Airport in Bangui. After witnessing the dire situation of the people living in IDPs camps, within the frame-
work of F2F Cooperation and the spirit of solidarity, the Government of Timor-Leste approved a donation of USD 1.5 
million to assist the Government of Central African Republic (CAR) efforts with the settlement of the displaced people. 
In addition, the Secretariat also attended the Brussels pledging conference on CAR where it advocated for mobilizing 
financial assistance for Central African Republic. A total of about USD 2.26 billion dollars were pledged during the con-
ference. Experience sharing and peer-to-peer learning are other key components of the F2F cooperation. The afore-
mentioned visit to CAR was preceded by sharing of experience in conducting election in CAR by H.E. Vice Minister for 
State administration of Timor-Leste. 

In August 2016, a team from the Ministry of Finance of Afghanistan visited 
Timor-Leste to exchange knowledge and experiences on the Public Finance 
Management (PFM), in particular the use of the Financial Management Infor-
mation System (FMIS). The experience of Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Finance in 
the use of latest version of FMIS was useful for the officials from Afghanistan. 
Accordingly such experience was used to update the system used within the 
treasury of the Ministry of Finance in Kabul.  

Documenting of countries’ experiences in the implementation of the New Deal 
Principles has been useful for realizing these principles in other countries. In 
March 2016, the Secretariat launched  “Aid instruments for peace - and state-build-
ing: Putting the New Deal into practice”. This document aims to highlight and pro-
mote innovative donor and government behavior in finding appropriate instru-
ments and modalities in line with the New Deal.
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The publication includes six case studies from five g7+ member countries and non g7+ countries, whose analysis led 
to six lessons for development partners and four lessons for g7+ Governments. 

          Figure 1 Ten lessons from “Aid instruments for peace- and state-building: Putting the New Deal into practice”

nGroup photo of the participants in Naivasha attended the UNDP workshop on “The Application of the New Deal to 
SDGs Implementation in Fragile and Conflict-Affected Situations in October 2016 “
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2.5. Implementation of the Agenda 2030

The 2030 Agenda has been a relevant framework for the countries affected by conflict and fragility since it includes 
a standalone Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 16 on Peace, justice and effective institution. The g7+ was at the 
forefront in advocating for this goal during the negotiation of the global agenda. During its 4th Ministerial meeting, 
the g7+ group reiterated its commitment to contextually implement the SDGs. In addition, the group agreed to jointly 
monitor selected priority indicators of the SDGs. A regular report of monitoring these indicators will be presented at 
the High Level Political Forum (HLPF). 

The g7+ Secretariat facilitated discussion among 
officials from Statistic offices of the member coun-
tries on the selection of the SDGs indicators to 
be monitored and reported against jointly. The 
secretariat has also sought to assist g7+ member 
countries as they initiate the implementation of 
the SDGs. It has advocated for the New Deal prin-
ciples to guide the implementation of the SDGs in 
line with the National context. In addition, the g7+ 
together with UNDP as a partner has provided as-
sistance to the member countries in harmonizing 
the agenda 2030 with the National agenda and 
context. 



During the year 2016, the g7+ Secretariat has learned some important lessons that has been helpful to advance the 
mandate of the group

A. The importance of  political leadership and buy-in from the g7+ Member States. This is evidenced in the member 
states by the institutionalization  of the g7+ policies at the national level and the ratification of  the Charter, and also 
by the consideration of  voluntary contributions, for those countries in a position to be able to give even a small 
amount. Political leadership from the member countries to own the common vision of the g7+ is essential to advance 
what the group aspires to achieve peace and resilience.

B. The significance of making the SDGs meaningful to member countries. Agreement by the member countries to 
monitor selected set of priority indicators is important to maintain how the global agenda can be relevant to conflict 
affected countries. Agenda 2030 is a universal agenda but its implementation should be country owned and contex-
tually sensitive. There is a need to continue to advocate for robust support to build peace, investing in infrastructure, 
mobilizing domestic resource and curbing of the illicit flow of finances. 

C. Sharing of experiences and generating knowledge through Fragile-to-Fragile Cooperation. Peace and reconcilia-
tion need champions, and the g7+ needs to identify them within the members. The g7+ member countries are rich 
in knowledge and experiences in consolidating peace, building resilience and preventing conflict. The members can 
learn from each other great deal of lessons in peacebuilding and statebuilding.

D. The role of the g7+ in helping Member States to manage crises is becoming more relevant. Through some instanc-
es of advocacy and solidarity under the F2F Cooperation modality, the g7+ has managed to support some member 
countries in their peace processes and their engagement with development partners and civil society. There is a 
need of greater engagement in the diplomatic sphere with actors such as the G20, BRICSs, African Union and UN. 
These lessons will inform our work in the coming years. 
 

3. Lessons Learned
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4. Financial and In-Kind Support

The g7+ Secretariat expresses its appreciation to the Government of Timor-Leste for its generous diplomatic and 
financial support. The g7+ Secretariat is supported primarily by the Government of Timor-Leste, which contributed 
USD 2,250,000 in 2016 as an expression of Timor-Leste’s commitment to international cooperation and leadership 
within the group. 

This funding provided necessary support for the Secretariat’s Headquarters and for its global operations. It is through 
this committed support that the g7+ Secretariat was able to effectively transition from its initial startup phase in 
2010 to a recognized international organization, which has been the leading voice for policy and progress in the 
global community. 

In order to improve fiscal predictability and sustainability, the g7+ is continuing to pursue participation from other 
member states in providing financial and in-kind support to the Secretariat. 

The g7+ is also grateful for support (financial and in-kind) from the Government of Sierra-Leone and Afghanistan. It 
is further thankful for support from development partners, including the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), the 
Swedish government (Sida), and the UNDP. These partners make it possible for the g7+ Secretariat to allocate staff 
to undertake critical policy initiatives and to participate in international fora as well as to provide technical support 
and professional consultancy services when needed. These hand-in-hand partnerships are evidence of the growing 
ability of the g7+ to reach beyond traditional donor structures to develop innovative financing solutions for cost-ef-
fective outcomes.
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The g7+ Secretariat Annual Financial Statements in 2016 and Independent Auditor’s Report 
to the g7+ Secretariat

15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25




